
ACCOMMODATIONS:
Reviewing Accommodations and 
Preparing for Dakota STEP Testing



INCLUDING ALL STUDENTS 
IN STATE ACCOUNTABILITY

Both federal and state laws require that all 
students with disabilities be administered 
assessments intended to hold schools 
accountable for the academic performance of 
students.
AYP requires a 95% participation rate.
SPP for 2009, requires 99.2 % participation for 
the students with disabilities subgroup.



State and District Assessments

State Writing – 5, 7, & 10
Dakota STEP – 3-8 & 11
Dakota STEP-A – 3-8 & 11
8th Grade Technology Assessment

District-wide Assessments (ex. SAT 10)



Understanding Accommodations



What are Accommodations?

Definition:
– Accommodations are practices and 

procedures in the areas of presentation, 
response, setting, and timing/scheduling
that provide equitable access during 
instruction and assessments for students 
with disabilities.



Accommodations

Refer to the actual teaching supports and services 
that the student may require to successfully 
demonstrate learning. 
Should not change expectations to the curriculum 
grade levels. 
Help to reduce or eliminate the students disability but 
does not reduce the learning expectation.
Provide a student equal access to learning and 
equal opportunity to demonstrate what is known



Eligibility for Accommodations

To be eligible for accommodations, the student must:
– Have a disability that necessitates accommodations
– Have documentation on file at school that supports 

the need for the accommodation
– Receive and use the requested accommodations 

for instruction and at least 5 weeks prior to 
assessment



Accommodations

taped books 
math charts 
additional time 
tests read aloud  
preferred seating 

study carrel 
amplified system 
Braille writer 
adapted keyboard 
specialized software

Accommodations refer to the actual teaching supports 
and services that the student may require to successfully 
demonstrate learning. Accommodations should not 
change expectations to the curriculum grade levels. 

Examples



Accommodations:
The Big Picture

The use of accommodations are linked through each of 
these areas:

Classroom 
Instruction

Classroom 
Assessment

State & District 
Assessment

General Curriculum



Accessibility For All Students

All students can be provided good 
instructional practices.
Some instructional practices can also be 
accessed during testing in the areas of:
– Testing Environment
– Directions
– Assistance



Accessibility Options

These options must be used throughout 
the year and cannot be used only on 
state tests.
If used by a Special Education, 504, or 
LEP student do not code as an 
accommodation unless specifically 
documented on their plan.



Modifications



What About Those Modifications?

Definition:
– Modifications lower, change, or reduce 

learning expectations. Consistent use of 
modifications can increase the 
achievement gap.



Modifications

Modifications can:
– Result in implications that could adversely affect 

students 
– Increase the gap between the achievement and 

expectations for proficiency at a particular grade 
level.



Modification Implications 

Providing modifications during classroom 
instruction and/or classroom assessments may 
reduce the opportunity to learn critical content. 
Providing a student with a modification during a 
state accountability assessment will constitute a 
test irregularity and may result in an investigation 
into the school’s or district’s testing practices.



Accommodations VS. Modifications

Accommodations
(Standard Accommodations)

Eliminate or reduce effects 
of a student’s disability
Examples:
– Large Print
– Assistive device or 

organizer
– Change location
– Increase amount of 

time to complete 
assessment or 
assignment

Modifications
(Non-standard 

accommodations)
Lowering learning 
expectations
Examples:
– Requiring a student to 

learn less materials
– Reducing assignments 

to easiest problems
– Make assignments 

easier
– Giving students hints 

and clues



Accommodations vs. Modifications

Modifications reduce expectations, could result in 
greater gaps, and could adversely affect student.



Accommodations vs. Modification

Accommodations provide access and level the 
playing field.



Accommodations vs. Modifications 

Accommodation
or 

Modification



Accommodations vs. Modifications 

Accommodation or Modification



Decision Making Process



Decision Making Process

Accommodations must be selected on the 
basis of the individual student’s needs and 
MUST be consistently used for instruction 
and assessment.



Decision Making Process

Effective decision-making begins with making good 
instructional decisions based on the:

– Student’s abilities
Evaluation results

– Data collected in the classroom
– Testing

– Student’s disability
How the child’s disability affects involvement in general 
education curriculum

– Present Level of Performance (strengths and needs)



Appropriate Accommodations

As a team, Ask Questions to help guide the selection of 
appropriate accommodations for students receiving 
special education services for the first time and for 
students currently using accommodations.
Question Number 1:
– Can the student participate in the lesson in the same 

way as all other students?
Don’t assume the student’s disability will affect their 
participation in the general classroom without 
modifications or supports.
If ‘No’ then…

Ask Question Number 2:
– What supports and/or modifications are necessary for 

the students full participation in lessons?



Potential problems in decision making

Offering more (or fewer) accommodations than might 
be needed
Mismatch between instruction and assessment 
accommodations
Lack of documentation about decisions made
Lack of knowledge about accommodation vs. 
modification 
Assessment implications



Documenting Accommodations

Accommodations must be clearly documented in the 
IEP
– Instructional accommodations
– Assessment accommodations 



Documenting Accommodations
(cont.)

Accommodations can be documented in 3 areas of the 
IEP
– Consideration of Special Factors—

assistive technology devices and services
– Supplementary Aids and Services—

aids, services, and other supports
– Participation in Assessments—

how a student will participate in state and 
district-wide assessments



What doesn’t work

Checking off every accommodation available on the 
IEP, hoping “something” will work
Routinely evaluating the effectiveness of 
accommodations

– Failing to keep data on what accommodations do and do not work
– Neglecting to phase out or add new accommodations

Only considering the list of statewide assessment 
accommodations
Providing a group of students the same 
accommodations



Preparing for Statewide Assessment



“Who” will be providing the accommodation
– Is the student familiar with the testers
– Is any additional personnel required

“Where” will the testing occur
– Consider read aloud and modified schedule

“How” is the accommodation to be administered 
– Have the appropriate staff received training in providing the 

accommodation for assessment
– Is the student familiar with the procedures
– Is any special equipment required

Plan prior to assessment



On the Testing Day

Ensure all students receive appropriate 
accommodations as identified on IEP
Use Test Irregularity Form to document any 
inconsistencies
Code demographic page based on accommodations 
provided
– Do not code situations that are due to the nature of 

the test
– Do not code accessibility options if not on the IEP 

as accommodations



Accommodation chart on 
page 57 of Test 
Coordinator Handbook

(Writing pg. 35)



Documenting Accommodations (cont.)

Using accommodation 
chart, code only 
accommodations 
provided



Ethical Testing Practices

Unethical practices or inappropriate interaction 
between test administrator and student include:
– Coaching student during test
– Editing student responses
– Giving clues in any way
– Changing the content by offering additional 

information



Ensuring Standardization

Standardization is the adherence of uniform 
administration procedures and conditions during an 
assessment
– It is necessary to ensure that test results reflect 

actual student learning
– The objective is to make fair comparisons between 

all students



Special Testing 

Considerations



Read Aloud



How would you read aloud this 
question?





How would you read aloud this 
question?





How would you read aloud this 
question?





Scribe 

Scribe
– Writes down or transcribes what a student indicates 

through assistive device, pointing, sign language, or 
speech.



Scribe

Scribe
– May not edit or alter student work
– Must record word for word
– May not answer or explain anything 
– Must allow student to review and edit 
– Student must tell scribe about punctuation & 

capitalization without scribe asking



Wrap Up

Be prepared for 
assessment day.  
Have a plan and 
review it with 
appropriate personnel, 
even if it seems 
obvious.



State Monitoring of 
Accommodations



Areas of Concern

Read Aloud:
– High percentage of students with read 

aloud.  Not being documented 
appropriately

Environmental Adaptations:
– Students received instructional 

accommodations but did not receive them 
for assessment. 



Accommodation Monitoring

What will the Monitoring look Like:
– Verify accommodations are related to disability
– Verify assessment accommodations were used 

for instruction
– Verify accommodations were provided for 

assessment



What do we look for?

Question 1:   Are the accommodations/ 
modifications appropriate for the skill area 
affected by the disability?

– Special Ed. evaluation information
– PLOP
– Annual goals
– Instructional accommodations
– Special Factors

Do the instructional accommodations support the 
needs identified? 



Reviewing the IEP



Reviewing the IEP





















What do we look for?

Question 2: Are the accommodations/ 
modifications provided for DSTEP also provided 
in their instructional program?

– Instructional accommodations 
– Special Factors Page  - assessment choice
– Assessment accommodations on IEP

Do the instructional and assessment 
accommodations align?











What do we look for?

Question 3: Were accommodations identified in 
the IEP for State Testing “USED” during the 
assessment administration?
– Demographic data from the DSTEP page 

Received from Pearson

– Assessment accommodations on the IEP
Do the accommodations bubbled as being used for 
assessment match the IEP?



Accommodation chart on 
page 57 of Test 
Coordinator Handbook

(Writing pg. 35)



Documenting Accommodations (cont.)

Using accommodation 
chart, code only 
accommodations 
provided and 
documented on 
student’s IEP







Examples not aligned



Question 1:   Are the accommodations/ 
modifications appropriate for the skill area 
affected by the disability?



Question 2: Are the accommodations/ 
modifications provided for DSTEP also 
provided in their instructional program?



Ex. # 2  Question 2: Are the accommodations/ 
modifications provided for DSTEP also provided 
in their instructional program?



Ex. # 2  Question 2: Are the accommodations/ 
modifications provided for DSTEP also provided 
in their instructional program?



Question 3: Were accommodations 
identified in the IEP for State Testing 
“USED” during the assessment 
administration?



Ex. # 2  Question 3: Were 
accommodations identified in the IEP 
for State Testing “USED” during the 
assessment administration?



Onsite D-STEP Monitoring

Questions listed from the onsite monitoring 
sheet are asked.
Prior to visiting, you will receive a list of 
student names – their IEP’s will need to be 
printed-
– IEP will be compared to demographic testing info 

provided by Pearson
– Information will be used to determine onsite 

monitoring visits from SEP



Wrap-Up



Wrap-Up

What do I need to do today?
– Are instructional and assessment 

accommodations aligned
No, amend IEP

– Are all assessment accommodations on the 
approved accommodation list

No, contact DOE for approval or amend IEP



Wrap-Up

What do I need to do before and day of 
testing?
– Structure homogeneous groups for small group 

administration
– Prepare for read aloud accommodations
– Make sure everyone involved is aware of what 

accommodations are to be provided
– Verify accommodations were or were not used 

when coding demographic page
If not used as documented on IEP complete a test 
irregularity form



Wrap-Up

What do I need to do before the next IEP 
meeting?
– Evaluate accommodations to determine if they 

are still appropriate
– Get input from the student about their 

accommodations
– Make sure need for accommodations can be 

substantiated and documented



Forms and Technical Assistance

SD Accommodations Manual:
– Learn more about accommodations for instruction and 

assessment
– Select accommodations for instruction and assessment 

for individual students 
– Administer accommodations during instruction and 

assessment
– Evaluate and improve accommodation use
– Fact Sheets
– Teacher Tools

Please visit our website:

http://doe.sd.gov/oess/specialed/Assessment_Standards/index.asp



Questions

Linda Turner
South Dakota Department of 

Education
Special Education Programs 

Specialist
Linda.Turner@state.sd.us

605-773-6119

Elizabeth Gordon 
South Dakota Department of 

Education
Special Education Programs 

Specialist
Elizabeth.Gordon@state.sd.us

605-295-2949

mailto:Linda.Turner@state.sd.us
mailto:Elizabeth.Gordon@state.sd.us
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